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THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUN
'--

I. Nomenclatnre of Parts..................... 7

II

TholllpSOIl SlIhlllachilll' GIIII~ arc lIIadc ill
J\I()(Iel1921 alld 1\lodel ]928. (For COIIVCllicIICI',
thcsc arc sometimcs l)csil!lIatcll 1\lol)el No. 21A
alld Model No. 28A.) .i\lodcls 21AC alld 28AC
arc cquipped with Culls Compcllsators.

The Modcl 1921, whcn fircd full-automatic.
fires at the cyclic rate of ahout 800 shots pCI'
minute.

The illude! 1~28 tires at a cyclic rate uf ahout
600 shots per minute.
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The genera] inst ructiOlls contained herein are
the same for r.Jode!1928 as for Mode1192I.

While the principles of design are identical in
hoth models, the following parts of Model 1921:\
are different in construction from the correspond-
ing parts of the 1921 :Model, viz.: Actuator, Re-
coil Spring, Buffer, Firing Pin Spring.

On some 1928 models, the foregTip .is horizon-
tal instead of vcrtical. Sce page 51.

Type XX (20-cartridge) box magazines are
not identical for l\Todel 1921 and Model 1928.
\Vhen ordering, be sure and specify for which
model wanted.

VI. Directions for Care ane! T'resel'\'ation 46

VII. Data 49

VIII. Moe!eI192Ran(1 Cutts lonl)H'nsator....... 51

IX. ~rodel 1927 Carhine 55

NOTE
The directions and pre-

cflutio1lJ contained herein
should be carefully noted
before operating the gun.

All type L (SO-cartridge) drum magazines call
he used with r.Jodel 1921 guns, but oilly those
L:ype L lIIaga:::illes which arc lIIarked "TVilld to 9
Clicks" should he used «,itlt tlte Model /928 yltIlS.
Type "C" (loa-cartridgc) drum magazines are
for l\lode! 1921 Suhlllachillc guns only, and can-
nut be used with l\Iode!1928 guns.
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Part I
LiST OF COMPONENTS OF

THOMPSON SUllMACHINE GUN
CALIBRE AS

L Actuator.*
2. Barrel.
J. Bolt.
4. Breech Oiler (inchuling Felt Pa(ls).
5. Buffer (including Fiher Discs).*
(,. Buffer I'ilot.
7. Disconnector.
8. Disconneclor Spring.
9. Ejector.

10. Extractor.
I L Firing Pin.
12. Firing Pin Spring. *
13. Fore Grip.
14. Fore Grip Screw.
15. Frame.
ICJ. Frame Latch.
17. Frame I.alch Spring.
IX- Grip Mount.
19. Hammer.
20. I'[ammer Pin.
21. Lock.
22. :\1agazine Catch.
23. :\1agazine Catch Spring.
24. I'i""l Pia Ie.
25. Rear (;rip.
2(i. I{ear Grip Sen'w.
27. I{eceiver.
28. Recoil Spring..
29. Rocker.
30. I{ocker Pi\'ol or Fire Control Lever.
31. Safety.
32. Scar.
33. Sear Spring. 3r,. Trigger.
3-t. Sear Lever. 37. Trigger Spring.
35. Sear Le\'er Spring.
38. Trip.*

*
Tht}!;(' parts or 1110«1(>11921 do not interchnnge with correspond-

ing partR or model 1928.

Note-- These numbers correspond to numbered parts
shown on plates II and III and following text.
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THO },I P SON SUB ~l A CHI N E GUN

MAGAZINES

Type XX Box
Body.
Follower.
Spring.
Floor Plate.

~lagazinc (20-cartridge).

Type L 11agazine (SO-cal-tridge
Body, assembled.
Cover, assembled.
Rotor, assembled.
\"/inding Key, assembled. *Body Clip.*

Type C Magazinc (IOO-cartridge
Body, assembled.
Cover, assemblcd.
Rotor, assembled.
\Vinding Key, asscmbled.*
Body (.Iip.*

drnm) .

drum).

S [G HTS
Front Sight (assembled to barrel).

I~ear Sight.
Eye Piece.
l{ear Sight Base (asscmbled to rccein>r).
Sight Base Pin.
Sight Plunger.
Sight Plungcr Spring.
Sight Lcaf (with slide retaining pin).
Sight Slide.
Sight Slide Catch.
Sight Slide Catch Screw.
\Vindage Screw, assembled.

Consisting of: \Vindage Screw.
Windage Screw Collar.
vVindage Screw Collar Pin.

*
Thesc parts are idenlical for both Type I. and

Type C 1lagal.incs.
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THO ~[ P SON S U 13~I A C I-I I N E GUN

APPENDAGES AND ACCESSUHlES

Bull Stock complete, consisting of:

Bull Stock (strippcd).

Bull Stock Slidc Gruup.

Eutt Stock Slide.
Butt Stock Catch.
Butt Stock Catch l'in.
Butt Stock Catch Spring.
Bull Stock Scrcw, largc.
Bull Stock Screw, small.

Bull Plate Group:

Butt Plate (stdwell).
Butt Plate Cap.
Eutt Plate Pin.
Butt Plate Spring.
Butt Plate Spring Scrcw.
Butt Platc Screw, large.
Butt Platc Screw, small.

Cleaning Rud.
Brass \ Vire Brush.
Oil Can.

l)aq~ tcn
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Part II
DIRECTIONS FOR OPERATING

GUN
The gun may be set for either full-automatic

or single shot lirc. It is provided with sights
and a detachablc butt stock. Three types of
magazines having capacities of 20, 50 and
100 cartridges, respectively, may be used.

It is possible to fire the Submachine Gun
from the hip either full-automatic or single
shot, with any of thc magazines, with or with-
uut the butt stock attachcd. Even though the
rocker pivot is set for full-autumatic fire,
single shots may be obtaincd by a quick rc-
lease of the trigger for each shot.

[t is also possible to use the gun for aimed
fire from the shoulder, either full-automatic or
single shots, with any of the magazines.

Sight
The sight is graduated up to 600 yards for

the 230-grain bullet cartridge. The effective
range of the weapon with this standard am-
munition is about 350 vards. With tracer ammu-
nition very good results can be secured up to the
600 yards range. The eyepiece is laterally ad-
justable to corrcct for windage and drift. For
rapid firing with the sight Icaf down a 50-yard
open sight is provided (Point 13Iank).

Thc index line on the eyepiecc to "zero"
for latcral adjustmcnt is omitted in manu-
facturc to allow for individual determination
of this point. After this point has been satis-
factorily dctermincd it is suggested that a line

J'aul' t'II'I,t>u
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he placed un the eye-piece indcx fill""cr with a
sharp kniic ur uther sharp instrumc~t.

The personal elemcnt of holding the gun
greatly affects the accuracy of fire, and con-
scqucntly there may be a considerable varia-
tion in hits when the same sight scttin" is used
hy ditTcrcnt persons. l-Jolding thc gUI~ loosely
t~nds toward. shooting high. On page 50 the
sIght correctIOn for onc ioot at thc various
ranges is tabulated. It will aid in judging
these small measurements to bcar in mind that
tJ-~e thickn~s? of the projec!ion on the sight
sltde contall1l11g the battlc sIght notch is .05-
inch, and that the thickncss oi the cyc piecc is
also .OS-inch.

The natural tcndency of all automatic riflcs,
cspccially in bursts of firc, is to raise the muz-
zle; that of thc avcragc marksman is to shoot
high; conscquently the submachinc gun should
be sighted slightly low, with a fine siO'ht (thc
tup oi ,the front sight just appearing inbthe bot-
tom ot thc peep or opcn sight), in order to ob-
tain maximum accurate results. The slightly
upwa~'d an~ to the right tendency of this gun.
especially 111bursts of fire, can be corrected
hy a small amount of practice on thc part of
thc gunncr, in holding stcady.

Thc Thompson Gun should bc uscd prin-
cipally semi-automatic, i. C., a single shot for
cach pull of the triggcr. A rate of fire of 100
aimcd shots can bc casily obtained in one
minutc in this manncr. For full-automatic
purposes, or like a machinc gun, the gun
should bc fired in succession of bursts of three
to six shots at a timc for most accurate results.

TO FIRE
First bc sure gun is well clean cd and oiled

with sufficient oil on the oil pads of the breech
oiler (4).

?-'?en SET SIGHT. The sight is set by
r:lIsmg the leaf and sliding the slide to the
rangc dcsircd. Latcral correction (right or
left) is obtaincd by turning the small thumb
screw.

To Fire - Semi-Automatically (A Single
Shot for Each Pull of the Trigger).

The normal method of firing the Thompson
Sub.machine Gun is semi-automatically, i. e.,
a .smgle shot for each separate pull of the
tngger. To accomplish this first cock thc bolt
(3) by grasping the actuator (I) with the left
hand and pull it rcarward as far as possible.
i. e., until it clicks twice. Note: IT IS NECES~
SARY TO I-lAVE THE BOLT COCKED
BEFORE EITHER THE SAFETY LEVER
(31) OR TI-IE FIRE CONTI{OL LEVER
(30) CAN BE TURNED TO THE POSI-
TION DESIRED. It is advisable to turn
thc safety lever (31) to the safe position. that
is. so that it points rearward. Then turn the
lire control lever (30) so that it also points
rearward. The rear end of the gun is towards
thc butt. The piece is now in its cocked
position for semi-automatic fire but lockcd
with the safety lever (31) on.

Facc the target pointing the barrel in "eneral
direction of range and inscr~ loaded m~gazine
of ~I~e type desired. When in thc proper
posItIon thc magazinc will click in place. In
the case of the hux type magazine (see Plate

Pag, ho,l," I'llue thirle#':U


