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GUIDE ON THE USE OF THE GERMAN
MODEL P.08 PISTOL

CALIBER 9mm PARABELLUM (9x19mm)

INTRODUCTION

As a responsible firearms owner, carefully read this manual and be
sure you understand all the instructions before using this firearm.
Mishandling or carelessness in it's use may result in the

accidental discharge of the firearm which could result in property
damage, injury, or death. If you are not familiar with firearms or their
use, seek advice through safe handling courses run by your local gun
and sporting club, NRA approved instructor or similar qualified organi-
zations. This manual should accompany the firearm and be trans-
ferred upon change of ownership.

Thoroughly examine the pistol after reading the manual to insure it is

in good condition. All returns are subject to a restocking fee and must

have an authorization number. Call our Customer Service Department

at 1-800-527-1252 for further details. All requests should be submittec
promptly. No items will be accepted for return after 30 days.



NOTICE

Claims will not be honored for damage, injury or, death resulting from
the intentional or accidental discharge of this firearm, or from it's func-
tion when used for purposes or subjected to treatment for which it
was not designed. Claims will not be honored which result from care-
less or improper handling, unauthorized adjustments or parts replace-
ment, corrosion, neglect, or the use of improper, handloaded or
remanufactured ammunition. No claims will be honored involving this
firearm for any reason or cause when such claims are made by the
second or subsequent owner.

BACKGROUND

The 08 pistol design was developed at the Ludwig Loewe factory in
Berlin, Germany by George Luger. It was based on an earlier design
by Hugo Borchardt. In 1896 Ludwig Loewe reorganized as Deutsche
Waffen and Munitionsfabriken and introduced their improved model in
1900. In 1908, a refined model was adopted for service by the
Imperial German Army as the “Pistole 08”. During the First World War,
the 1908 was made at the government arsenal at Erfurt as well as by
DWM. Nearly two million pistols were made during the war.

The German defeat in 1918 halted government production of this pis-
tol. DWM continued to manufacture the pistol under the terms of the
Treaty of Versailles. In 1930, all P.08 production was transferred to
the Mauser Werke factory at Oberndorf, Germany. During Germany’s
period of rearmament, 1908 pistols were stamped with a code which
was intended to conceal production figures. In 1938, rising production
costs forced the replacement of the 1908 pistol by the simpler and
more modern Walther P-38. Although the P.08 remained in service
throughout the war, all production ceased in 1942.

FEATURES

The P.08 is a semi-automatic, recoil operated, pistol with a toggle-joint
locked breech and internal striker firing system. It's design allows it to
fit comfortably in the hand. It is fed by a eight-shot, single column,
detachable box magazine inserted into the grip. The extractor, which
is located on the top of the bolt, acts as a loaded chamber indicator.
When the chamber is loaded, the extractor projects up above the bolt
exposing the word “Geladen” (loaded).

The safety is a thumb operated lever located on the left rear side of
the frame. In it's rear position, it blocks the operation of the sear and
exposes the word “Gesichert’ (made safe). When the lever is pushed
forward, the block is retracted and the word Gesichert is covered.
NOTE: When the safety is engaged, the sear is blocked. DO NOT pull
the trigger. This will cause stress which could break the mechanism.
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DATA
Weight... ... 11b. 14 oz.
Length.. ... 8 3/4”
Barrel Length: ..o siussmmsms uswmamaspsss somm oo o 4
RifliNg....ccovoiiiiiiiee e 6 grooves, right twist.
Sights.........ccccoo...... Front : Inverted V. Rear : Fixed V notch.
Caliber.......cvveieieeieic e 9mm Parabellum.
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SAFETY FIRST !

When purchasing a firearm, you assume responsibility for it's safe
use, storage and transportation.

* Always treat a firearm as if it were loaded.
* Always know where the muzzle is pointed.

* Check the barrél before shooting to be sure it is free of obstruc-
tions.

* Do not leave firearms or ammunition unattended. Secure it against
access by unauthorized users.

* Before you shoot, be sure that the area beyond your target (includ-
ing the backstop) is clear and safe. Make sure that shots fired do not
present a safety hazard to yourself or others.

* Always use proper ear and eye protection when shooting.

* Always use factory loaded ammunition of the type and caliber
designed for your firearm.

* Do not allow the firearm to be used by anyone not trained in it's
proper operation.

* Never pass the firearm to anyone unless the action is open and the
firearm is unloaded and in a safe condition.

* When not in use store the firearm unloaded in an area secure from
unauthorized access. Storé any ammunition in a separate secure
area.

OPERATION

Keep all ammunition away from the pistol until you are familiar with
the manual and the operation of the pistol. Examine the pistol before
use to confirm it is clean and complete, checking for any visible dam-
age or missing parts. If anything is missing or out of place, DO NOT
load or fire the pistol, call for advice from a qualified authority first.

LOADING

Open the bolt by pulling back the toggle action until it is
locked in place by the magazine follow-

er (if it won't, something is e
wrong). It may require some
effort, the recoil spring is strong. Put the
safety lever in the SAFE position. Remove
and examine the magazine and action to confirm

that the pistol is not loaded, the action will remain
open. Check the bore to see it is dry and clear of any

obstruction (including excessive grease or oil).

To load the magazine, pull down the follower button on the side to
lower the follower while loading a cartridge from the front of the mag-
azine (they are held by the lips on the top of the magazine).Do

not load ammunition directly through the top of the magazine. Repeat
until the magazine is full. Load the magazine into the pistol by insert-
ing it into the grip frame and pushing upward until you feel the maga-
zine catch snap into place.






