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WARNING!

1. Above all, keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction!

2. Put the safety “ON” before loading or unloading.

3. Keep a firm, controlling grip on the rifle when manually chamber-
ing a cartridge. Pay attention constantly where the muzzle is point-
ing. A “slam-fire” (a malfunction in which one shot or a burst of shots
is fired when the bolt slams closed) is rare but can happen in any
semi-automatic firearm, even if the safety is “ON”. If a burst is fired
unexpectedly while the firearm is being held loosely, recoil may
cause the muzzle to suddenly “climb” or twist in an unsafe direction.
A firm, controlling grip can prevent dangerous movement if a “slam-
fire” ever occurs.

4. Before loading remove any oil or grease present in the barrel.
Like water they are incompressible, and can cause a bulged or burst
barrel as well as serious injury to the shooter or bystanders.

5. Do not load or unload any firearm inside a vehicle, building or |
other confined space (except a properly constructed shooting
range). Enclosed areas frequently offer no completely safe direction
to point the firearm; if an accidental discharge occurs, injury or prop-
erty damage is almost a certainty. -

6. Never manipulate the bolt and trigger of the M1 in a misguided
attempt to leave the rifle uncocked but fully loaded with eight shots.
It cannot safely be done. Since the magazine will accommodate
only seven cartridges with the bolt closed, the eighth cartridge must
necessarily be chambered. Uncocking the hammer pushes the fir-
ing pin directly into contact with the primer of the chambered car-
tridge. This condition is unstable and dangerous, as the rifle might
fire from an impact without the trigger being pulled. If you wish to
have the rifle loaded with the chamber empty, load only seven or
fewer cartridges.
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Fig. 3 — Push straight down to load a full clip into the rifle.

TO PREPARE THE RIFLE FOR LOADING:

With the muzzle pointed in a safe direction, pull the operating rod han-
dle smartly all the way to the rear so that the bolt is latched open.
Except when reloading in rapid or sustained fire with the rifle pointed at
the target, perform all loading and unloading with the safety “ON”".
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TO LOAD A FULL CLIP:

Hold the rifle at the balance with the left hand and support the butt of
the rifle against the thigh or rest the toe of the stock on the bench or on
the ground, with the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. Using the right
hand, place a full clip on top of the follower. Note that the clip is
reversible, i.e., it can be inserted top or bottom first. With the thumb on
the center of the top cartridge, shove the clip straight down into the
magazine until it latches (Fig. 3). It is not necessary to hold the oper-
ating rod handle to the rear since the bolt will move forward only slight-
ly as long as downward thumb pressure is maintained on the top car-
tridge. Flip the hand up and to the right to clear the forward movement
of the bolt, which will unlatch when the clip reaches the bottom of the
magazine. If necessary smack the operating rod handle forward with
the heel of the right hand to assist the bolt to close and lock.

Left-handed shooters may follow the instructions above by reversing
“right” and “left”. However, it should be recognized that the M1 rifle was
designed in an era when all soldiers were taught to shoot right-hand-
ed, and no provision was made for ambidextrous use. With experience
and practice, left-handed shooters often can improvise satisfactory
techniques for the loading and unloading procedures described below,
but in general it may be more convenient to temporarily switch to the
right-hand side to accomplish these tasks.



Fig. 5 — Bolt open but not latched.

Fig. 4 — Bolt latched open.

CAUTION: Pay attention to the position of the bolt before putting your
fingers in front of it. When latched open (Fig. 4), the bolt (A) will be
behind the rear wall of the magazine (B) and not touching the follower
(C). However, the bolt usually will stay open even if you fail to draw it
back fully (Fig. 5). If the front of the bolt is seen to be resting against
the follower (arrow), it is not latched; it is being restrained only by fric-
tion from the follower and may suddenly slam shut if disturbed.

A SYMPATHETIC WARNING ABOUT “M1 THUMB”

The bolt of the M1 rifle can slam shut unexpectedly if the shooter has |

not strictly followed these instructions. If your thumb or finger is in its
path, a painful condition called “M1 Thumb” is a strong possibility. Ina
half-century of military service with the United States and its foreign
allies, the M1 has bitten thousands of recruits in this manner. No one
ever died from it, but it did lead to a deplorable expansion of vocabu-
lary in many languages. It is best avoided by:

@® Making sure that when the bolt is open, it is /atched
open, not resting precariously against the follower.

® Moving your thumb smartly out of the way after
inserting a loaded clip.

® Keeping the knife edge of your right hand in front of the
operating rod handle, palm beside the stock, when-
ever you want the bolt to stay open and any part of
either hand is in the receiver opening. This position
(Fig. 6, page 14) will block any unexpected closure
and allow you to securely exert rearward pressure on
the handle when required.

If one day you get careless and acquire an M1 Thumb, think of it not
as a digit but a diploma. It shows that you’ve learned not to do it again.

13



Fig. 6 — Loading a partial clip. Hand blocks, but is not pressing back on the operating
rod handle (see arrow).

TO LOAD SINGLE CARTRIDGES WITHOUT A CLIP:

With the muzzle pointed in a safe direction, pull back the operating rod
handle until the bolt is latched open. Depress the muzzle below hori-
zontal and insert a cartridge into the chamber. With the knife edge of
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the right hand against the operating rod handle, force the handle back
slightly, and with the right thumb depress the follower. Let the bolt
move forward about an inch, overriding the follower, then flip the hand
up and to the right, allowing the bolt to slam closed.

TO LOAD A PARTIAL CLIP:

Hold the rifle as described for loading a full clip, with bolt latched open.
Drop an empty clip into the magazine. Place the first cartridge into the
clip, on either side of the follower slide. Press a second cartridge into
the clip on the opposite side, exerting a downward rolling motion with
the thumb toward the center of the clip until the cartridge snaps in place
(Fig. 6). Continue inserting cartridges in this manner, with the knife
edge of the right hand in front of (but not pressing back on) the oper-
ating rod handle to guard against injury to the thumb if the bolt is inad-
vertently unlatched during this manipulation. The number of cartridges
that can be so loaded depends on one’s dexterity.

When the last cartridge has been inserted, force the operating rod han-
dle rearward slightly to unlatch the bolt, press down on the clip with the
right thumb and allow the bolt to start forward, pushing the top cartridge
toward the chamber. Release the handle by flipping the hand up and to
the right, allowing the bolt to slam closed. If necessary smack the han-
dle forward with the heel of the hand to assist the bolt to close and lock.



Fig. 7 — Unloading the chamber.

UNLOADING

To unload the chamber, put the safety “ON”. Place the rifle butt on the
thigh or support the toe of the stock on the bench or on the ground.
Make sure the muzzle is pointed in a safe direction. Hook the right
thumb over the operating rod handle and pull it slowly rearward. At the
same time place the left hand over the receiver opening to catch the
cartridge as it is ejected (Fig. 7)

Fig. 8 — Removing the clip. Thumb pressing clip latch.

The clip may now be removed. Finish pulling the operating rod handle
fully to the rear and hold it there by wrapping the fingers of the right
hand around the front of the trigger guard. With the left palm over the
receiver opening, depress the clip latch with the left thumb (Fig. 8).
The clip and any remaining cartridges will pop up into your left hand.

Do not let the bolt move forward while unloading as it will push the top
cartridge forward and prevent normal ejection of the clip.

15




UNLOADING

TO UNLOAD THE CHAMBER AND LEAVE THE MAGAZINE
LOADED: (This cannot be done if the clip is full.) Clear the chamber,
and continue to hold the operating rod handle to the rear. Depress the
top cartridge in the clip with the left thumb. Allow the bolt to slide for-
ward about an inch, overriding the cartridge. Lift your left thumb out of
the way and let the bolt close, assisting it if necessary. Watch the top
cartridge to make certain that the bolt closes without chambering it.

TO CLOSE THE BOLT FROM A LATCHED OPEN POSITION WITH
THE RIFLE EMPTY: With the knife edge of the right hand against the
operating rod handle, force the handle back slightly, and with the right
thumb depress the follower. Let the bolt move forward about an inch,
overriding the follower, then lift your thumb out of the way. Move your
right hand forward, restraining the operating rod handle to close the
bolt gently.

Be gentle when closing the bolt on an empty chamber. In normal oper-
ation the brass cartridge case acts to slow and cushion the impact of
the steel parts. When the chamber is empty, restraining the operating
rod handle and easing the bolt closed will avoid unnecessary battering.
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TO FIRE:

1. Keep the safety “ON” and your finger outside the trigger guar
until the rifle is pointed at the target and you are ready to shoot.

2. Assume a shooting position, put the butt to your shoulder, poir
the muzzle at the target and push the safety “OFF”. Take aim an
squeeze the trigger for each shot. When the last shot has been firec
the clip will eject automatically, and the bolt will remain latched open.

3. If the rifle fails to fire when the trigger is pressed, keep the muzzl
pointed at the target! Do not assume that because the rifle did nc
immediately fire, it is therefore safe to handle. The rifle may be in a
unstable condition and should be presumed capable of firing unexpec
edly until the chamber is unloaded. Follow the procedures described i
“Stoppages” (pages 18-20) before turning away from the target.

CAUTION: If your rifle develops any unusual behavior, malfunction ¢
binding, or starts spitting powder gas, or a cartridge primer is puncturec
or a cartridge case is bulged or ruptured, or something does not sound ¢
feel quite right, cease fire immediately! Unload the rifle. Check for a bor
obstruction. Do not “try one more shot to see if it does it again” (It prot
ably will, but worse; it is amazing how often serious accidents are pre
ceded by warning signs that are ignored). Take the firearm and th
ammunition to a gunsmith.



1. If you take the safety “OFF” to fire but do not fire immediately,
put the safety back “ON”. Do not put the loaded rifle down or carry
it anywhere without first putting the safety “ON”. An accidental firing
could easily result from any unintended contact with the trigger.

2. Do not place your fingers over the receiver opening or where
they can be struck by the normal reciprocating movement of the
operating rod handle. Make certain there is a clear, unobstructed
path for safe ejection of fired cases. Do not allow bystanders where
they might be struck. The cases are hot and may be ejected with suf-
ficient force to cause a burn or cut, or gouge an unprotected eye.

3. A“slam-fire” can occur when the bolt cycles after a shot is inten-
tionally fired. This is perceived by the shooter as “doubling” or burst
firing (discharging two or more shots from one press of the trigger).
The usual cause is faulty trigger/sear/hammer engagement or
ammunition problems. When firing the rifle always maintain a firm,
controlling grip to prevent the muzzle from “climbing” or twisting
away from the target if this should occur.

4. Using ammunition with soft commercial primers increases the
risk of a slam-fire, especially when combined with inadequately
resized or improperly assembled reloads, excessive wear, out-of-
specification parts or heavy chamber fouling. Particularly dangerous
are “high” or not fully seated primers (or the erroneous use of large
pistol primers). Periodically check your ammunition by ejecting an
unfired cartridge from the chamber. Examine the primer for exces-
sive dimpling from the firing pin. Be aware that any condition or
alteration that reduces cartridge headspace also reduces firing
pin/primer clearance and can increase dimpling. A very light dimple
is normal; if in doubt take both rifle and ammunition to a gunsmith.

5. The bolt must be fully locked to safely contain firing pressure.
Incorrectly dimensioned reloads that will not permit the bolt to rotate
to its fully locked position without resistance can cause an explosion
in the event of a slam-fire. Check reloaded cartridges with a com-
mercially-available gauge to ensure they will chamber freely.
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